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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Amendments to the specification: 

1 . The amendment filed November 5, 2008 is objected to under 35 U.S.C. 1 32(a) 
because it introduces new matter into tlie disclosure. 35 U.S.C. 132(a) states tliat no 
amendment sliall introduce new matter into the disclosure of the invention. The added 
material which is not supported by the original disclosure is as follows: 

2. "Further scope of applicability of the present invention will become apparent from 
the detailed description given hereinafter. However, it should be understood that the 
detailed description and specific examples, while indicating preferred embodiments of 
the invention, are given by way of illustration only, since various changes and 
modifications within the spirit and scope of the invention will become apparent to those 
sl<ill in the art from the detailed description." 

3. "The invention being thus described, it will be apparent that the same may be 
varied in many ways. Such variations are not to be regarded as a departure from the 
spirit and scope of the invention, and all such modifications as would be recognized by 
one sl<illed in the art are intended to be included within the scope of the following 

claims." 

Applicant is required to cancel the new matter in the reply to this Office Action. 
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Amendments to the claims: 

4. Claims 1 , 4-9 and 1 1 were amended. 

new matter was added to the claims. 



Pages 



Claims 2-3 and 10 were canceled. No 



Election/Restrictions 

5. Amended claims 6-9 and 1 1 are now directed to an invention that is independent 
or distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: the claims 
were originally process claims, and have now been amended to claim the apparatus for 
its practice. 

6. Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 

This application now contains the following inventions or groups of inventions 
which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 

13.1. 

I. Claims 1 and 4-5, drawn to a process for the preparation of sheets, 
classified in class 264, subclass 146. 

II. Claims 6-9 and 1 1 , drawn to an apparatus for the preparation of sheets, 
classified in class 425, subclass 308. 

7. The inventions listed as Groups I and II do not relate to a single general inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or 
corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: 

The common technical feature in both groups is extruding a film tube, laying the 
extruded film tube flat, cutting the flattened film tube in a conveying direction thereof to 
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provide a first and a second sheet, squeezing the first and second sheets, and 
performing a reversing operation such that parts of the surfaces of at least one of the 
sheets come into contact, the surfaces that come into contact with each other being 
those that formed an interior surface of the film tube. This cannot be a special technical 
feature under PCT Rule 13.2, because the elements are known in the prior art. 
Dellbruegge (DE 19501668; paragraph references to the machine translation) discloses 
extruding a film tube (10; 1|2), laying the extruded film tube flat (1|2), cutting the flattened 
film tube in a conveying direction thereof to provide a first and second sheet (1|5, fig. 1), 
squeezing the first and second sheets (^2; squeeze rollers 16), and performing a 
reversing operation such that parts of the surface of at least one of the sheets come into 
contact (figure 1), the surfaces that come into contact with each other being those that 
formed an interior surface of the film tube (the interior surfaces come into indirect 
contact with each other as the interior side of one sheet is laid on the exterior side of the 
other sheet as they are transported through a reversing device (30, 32, 34, 36)). 
8. Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
Invention I, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 6-9 and 1 1 are withdrawn from 
consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and 
MPEP§821.03. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

10. Claims 1 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Dellbruegge (DE 19501668; paragraph references to the machine translation). 

• Regarding claim 1 , Dellbruegge discloses a process for the preparation of sheets 
(1|1; fig. 1). The process includes extruding a film tube (10; 1|2), laying the extruded 
film tube flat (1|2), cutting the flattened film tube in a conveying direction thereof to 
provide a first and second sheet (1|5, fig. 1), squeezing the first and second sheets 
(1|2; squeeze rollers 16), and performing a reversing operation such that parts of the 
surface of at least one of the sheets come into contact (figure 1 ), the surfaces that 
come into contact with each other being those that formed an interior surface of the 
film tube (note: the interior surfaces come into indirect contact with each other as the 
interior side of one sheet is laid on the exterior side of the other sheet as they are 
transported through a reversing device (30, 32, 34, 36)). 

• Regarding claim 4, Dellbruegge discloses the sheets being prepared with at least 
one sticky surface by extruding the film tube with at least one sticky outer surface 
(115). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl^ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

12. Claims 1 and 4-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hoene et al. (US 2002/0048617) in view of Dellbruegge (DE 19501668; paragraph 
references to the machine translation). 

• Regarding claim 1 , Hoene et al. discloses a process for the preparation of tube 
webs (abstract). The process includes extruding a film tube (1[28), laying the 
extruded film tube flat (1|28), and squeezing the film tube (abstract; figure; squeezing 
rolls 9), and performing a reversing operation such that the inner parts of the 
surfaces of the film tube come into contact, the surfaces that come into contact with 
each other being those that formed an interior surface of the film tube (figure). 

• Hoene et al. fails to disclose the flattened film tube being cut in a conveying direction 
to provide a first and second sheet. However, Dellbruegge discloses a process for 
the preparation of sheets which includes extruding a film tube (10; 1|2), laying the 
film tube flat and squeezing it (1|2; squeeze rollers 16), cutting the extruded film tube 
in the conveying direction of the tube to provide first and second sheets (1|5; fig. 1), 
and reversing the cut sheets (fig. 1). As taught by Dellbruegge, arranging knives on 
opposite sides of the film tube allows the flattened tube to be cut such that two 
sheets are formed (1|5). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
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the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the process of preparing 
tube webs of Hoene et al. with the knives of Dellbruegge to slit the film tube such 
that two sheets are formed. 

• Regarding claim 4, Dellbruegge discloses the sheets being prepared with at least 
one sticky surface by extruding the film tube with at least one sticky outer surface 
(US). 

• Regarding claim 5, Dellbruegge discloses the film tube having a sticky external 
surface (1|5), and Hoene et al. discloses that during the reversing operation only 
surfaces of the web that had formed the internal surface of the film tube contact 
each other (figure). 

Response to Arguments 

1 3. Applicant's arguments filed November 5, 2008 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

• Applicant argues that the novelty of the claimed invention lies in the step of placing 
the surfaces that had formed an interior surface of the film tube into contact with 
each other. This argument has been considered but is not persuasive. Dellbruegge 
also includes the step of placing the surfaces that had formed an interior surface of 
the film tube into contact with each other. The interior surfaces come into indirect 
contact with each other as the interior side of one sheet is laid on the exterior side of 
the other sheet as they are transported through a reversing device (30, 32, 34, 36)). 
Thus, Applicant has failed to distinguish the language of the claims over the 
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teachings of the prior art. Moreover, Hoene et al. in view of Dellbruegge render this 
feature obvious, as discussed above. 



Conclusion 

14. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LARRY THROWER whose telephone number is 571- 
270-5517. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 
9:30AM-6PM est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christina A. Johnson can be reached on 571-272-1 176. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Larry Thrower/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 1791 

/Christina Johnson/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 1791 



